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SUBJECT: TALKING POINTS ON RAOUL WALLENBERG 

1. CONFIDENTIAL 

2. DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT AMBASSADOR MATLOCK RAISE THE 
RAOUL WALLENBERG CASE AT THE NEXT OPPORTUNITY WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER SHEVARDNADZE. THE AMBASSADOR NEED NOT REQUEST A 
SPECIAL APPOINTMENT TO DO THIS BUT MAY WAIT UNTIL HE HAS 
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OTHER BUSINESS WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER. THE DEPARTMENT 
BELIEVES THAT THE LEVEL AT WHICH THIS ISSUE IS RAISED IS 
OF GREATER IMPORTANCE THAN TIMELINESS. 


BEGIN TALKING POINTS: 


i 

t 


WE APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION YOU HAVE GIVEN TO THE 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION INVESTIGATING THE CASE OF RAOUL 
WALLENBERG. 

THE COMMISSION RECEIVED UNPRECEDENTED ACCESS TO 
PREVIOUSLY CLOSED ARCHIVES AND LOCATIONS. 

-- ITS MEMBERS HAVE TOLD US THAT THE COOPERATION THEY 
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RECEIVED FROM THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR WAS EXCELLENT. 
UNFORTUNATELY; THE SAME COULD NOT BE SAID ABOUT THE KGB. 

-- IT IS THEIR IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS STILL INFORMATION 
IN KGB FILES THAT HAS NOT BEEN MADE AVAILABLE. 

-- YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS MADE CLEAR ITS VIEW THAT THE ARREST 
AND DEATH OF MR. WALLENBERG WAS A TRAGEDY AND A CRIME. 

-- MR. WALLENBERG'S COURAGEOUS ACTIONS SAVED THOUSANDS OF 
LIVES. MANY AMERICANS CAN THANK HIM FOR PRESERVING THEM 
FROM NAZI DEATH CAMPS. 

-- IN RECOGNITION OF HIS SERVICE TO HUMANITY; THE UNITED 
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STATES MADE MR. WALLENBERG AN HONORARY CITIZEN IN 1981. 

IT WAS ONLY THE SECOND TIME WE HAD TAKEN SUCH AN ACTION. 

-- IT WOULD BE A COMFORT TO MR. WALLENBERG'S FAMILY AND TO 
THE MANY WHOSE LIVES HE SAVED IF HIS FATE COULD BE FULLY 
CLARIFIED. 

-- I HOPE THAT YOU CAN URGE THE KGB AND OTHER RELEVANT _ 
ORGANIZATIONS; TO PROVIDE THEIR FULL COOPERATION TO THIS 
EFFORT; AND TO PERMIT THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION TO GAIN 
ACCESS TO THE KGB FILES. 

-- IN ADDITION TO A COMPLETE SEARCH OF KGB FILES; AN 
EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO INTERVIEW INDIVIDUALS WHO WORKED 
AT WALLENBERG'S PLACE OF DETENTION TO DETERMINE IF THEY 
HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS FATE. 

END TALKING POINTS. 
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3. EMBASSY IS ALSO REQUESTED TO INFORM THE SWEDISH 
EMBASSY OF THIS EFFORT. WE UNDERSTAND THE SWEDISH 
AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW HAS REQUESTED AN APPOINTMENT WITH 
THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE KGB TO MAKE A PARALLEL DEMARCHE 
TO OURS. WE INTEND TO CONSULT CLOSELY WITH THE SWEDES 
ABOUT OUR RESPECTIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS ON 
THIS CASE. 

H . LENINGRAD MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. 

BAKER 
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